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Thanks to the notebook she discovered at The Times, 
Lara has found a lost tomb in the Valley of the Kings - a 
tomb she is certain is that of the widow of Tutankhamun. 
Lara’s Egyptologist contact died in mysterious circum-. 
stances and she herseif was nearly murdered. But now, 
in the sixth episode of ERICA WAGNER’s tale, Lara finds 
herself before the very door of the tomb. 


CLAY SEALS. BROKEN once, it looked like, but then sealed 
again not long after; a cartouche of hieroglyphs was clear in 
the dried earth. Sweat ran into Lara’s eyes and stung when 
she blinked but she hardly noticed that or the ache in her 
back or the searing pain in her ribs. She'd been digging for 
nearly three hours and now this - how had she found this? 
She thought of Carter, digging, digging, year after year, 
begging for money and then suddenly - well, she supposed, 
he could just as easily have found Tutankhamun sooner 
rather than later. But Lara knew this wasn’t luck. She was 
meant to find this. Whoever had stolen the pages from the 
notebook had found this place and brought her here 

to - what? Lara’s fear vanished in the excitement of this 
discovery. Her heart beat hard in her-chest. She folded her 
spade carefully, put it back in her bag, and stood before the 
door. She did not recognise what she felt, at first: then she 
thought it might be reverence. 

The clay crumbled easily beneath her hand. The doors of 
the tomb swung open with an ease that frightened Lara; 
they made no noise, as if they might have been oiled the 
night before. Once through the doors she found herself in a 
long stone tunnel, cool as a cave; she shivered as her sweat 
began to dry and drew her torch from her belt. Twenty 
paces: a second set of doors, more clay séals. She peered at 
them, shining her torch on them and thinking of the cen- 
turies and centuries they had been in the lightless black. A 
shudder ran over her scalp and through her shoulders and 
she remembered how someone had told her once, when she 
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was a girl: that means someone’s walking over your grave. 

Again, she broke the seals. No way to go but forward. 
Again the doors swung open and when the jackal-headed 
man lunged at her, she screamed. "God damn - " The 
blackened wood of the statue, dried out for aeons below the 
surface of the desert, cracked when it struck the stone floor. 
Anubis, the god of the mortuary, had stood guard over the 
tomb for all this time; Lara had practically walked into his 
arms. Pulling herself out from underneath him - the figure 
was nearly as large as she was - she shone her light on his 
finely carved face, his long eyes leafed with gold. Beautiful 
and still he lay beside her, his ears cocked, it seemed, 
attentively. Her heart thumped. His gaze did not meet hers. 
Only a statue. Lara rose and walked on. 

An antechamber, piled with grave goods. Boats, beds, bot- 
tles; alabaster, ebony and gold. Lara had to remind herself 
to breathe as she picked her way through the objects; some 
of them smashed and jumbled. The resealing: someone else 
had been here, a long time ago. What ancient breath was in 
her lungs? The air smelled dryly of dust and old wood. 

The walls of the first room were white, washed with lime, 
she guessed. But then behind another door - more seals, 
don’t pay any attention, Lara told herself, just get through 
the door - everything was different. Here the floor was 
nearly bare, and it was easy to place her feet: but the walls 
crawied with figured paintings and inscriptions, clear as on 
the day they were written. “Fear and tremble, you violent 
ones who are in the storm clouds of the sky. He split open 
the earth by means of what he knew on the day when he 
wished to come there.” 

- Then she saw it. As she shone her torch into the chamber 
its little light caught on a rounded shoulder of stone. 
Shining; black as basalt. All around were stone blocks, 
smashed, as if they had been broken with a sledgehammer: 
the remains of a square outer coffin, smashed by the thieves 
who must have been here before her. Lara blinked, looked 
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again, made sure. What had happened to those thieves? She 
suddenly couldn’t help but recall Corelli’s Gothic curse. 
Somehow the calmness of her dismissal of it in the tranquil- 
ity of The Times’s archive would not return to her. All the 
same she made herself walk towards the sarcophagus. Lying 
down it stood as high as her chest; she had to stand on tiptoe 
to peer into the stone face. 

It was wide and impassive, unreadable. And yet the 
features, it seemed to her, were surely feminine; there was a 
delicacy about the mouth and eyes, even - Lara thought - a 
certain sadness. She shone her light around the rim of the 
sarcophagus, and almost instantly saw the cartouche she 
barely believed she would ever see. 

Ankhesenamun. She smiled in the darkness: but then 
caught sight of the great emerald scarab set into the breast 
of the great coffin. 

Lara put out her hand to touch it. Oddly, it seemed almost 
warm against her fingers. No, it was warm: she touched the 
sarcophagus then the scarab, back and forth a few times. 
She was not imagining that. Under her fingers, too, she 
could feel scratches in the stone, as if someone had tried to 
claw the jewel away and been interrupted. Was this the 
jewel the notebook had spoken of? What was its power? 
Lara’s innate scepticism poured from her like sand from a 
glass. It was hard not to believe something, faced with this. 
She reached her hand out, ready to try to take the jewel, 
when she heard a familiar, chilling click behind her. “Not 
an inch farther, Miss Croft; not if you have any affection for 
the back of your head.” . 

The next instalment of Down among the Dead will 
appear on Saturday January 1. 


100% NYLON WITH 
N-MOULDED PATCH 


INJECTIO 
RACROFTOFFER | 


Or gett my MasterCard,/Visa/Serten cara ro. 


IsSuz NO oe WSSU DALE on. ecsecereseseesseesnensnecnteaneees 


PrINt NAMO ...cceeccseeess EXP. Date 


GIQMARUES ooo cecerccssenescceceseesee DARE cereessesenee 


Send coupon and remittance to: ! 
to: 1 

t The Times Lara Croft Back Pack Offer FT963 Melinisriea rppsialias PO Box 330, Wetherby, H 
‘ Offer doses Novembes 30, 1999. Avaiable in the UK only, Aow 28 days i 
for defvery on orders. If issatesfied, please retum pocds witha seven days \ 

i 

' 

! 

i 

i 


1 payable 


: Value bones 
1 Write namie and address on back of cheques 
of recerot fcr a full refund. fo claims for foss in transit can be mace after 60 


TOTAL | cays Ofer satectn avait, Pease Bok bot you ta net wsh a 
fan cakancrrooe | [enese] | seiriaisin Reinet crore 
Moaez ado £2 tor * 

L 


870 1 217217 


“FOR THIS AND-OTHER OFFERS.) 2 
E ONLINE.ORDERING: WWW.TIMES-ESHOP.CO.UK 


Back pock, Lara Towel, Lara CD Case, Lara 


_ Reference Sulte 2000 


HAVE ALREADY INSERTED FOUR BLOCKS TO GET YOU 
STARTED). EACH PIECE CONTAINS THREE ELEMENTS - 
HIEROGLYPHS OR SPACES. SOLVE THE RIDDLE. WHEN 
YOU HAVE THE ANSWER, RING THE COMPETITION HOT- 
LINE, LEAVING THE ANSWER, YOUR NAME, ADDRESS | 


S, SHARMAEL SHELK HS 


@ SHARM ELSHEIKH WHERE THERE ARE GOLDEN 
BEACHES AND FABULOUS DIVING: SEVEN NIGHTS AT" 
THE HILTON DREAMS OR HILTON WATERFALLS 
HOTELS FOR JUST £299 (NORMALLY £400). DEPARTURES 
MAY/JUNE SUNDAYS ONLY. GOLDENJOY HOLIDAYS 
DIVING PACKAGES CAN ALSO BE ORGANISED. 


@ LUXOR-THEBES, ONCE THE CAPITAL OF EGYPT, HAS 
MANY GLORIOUS PHAROAHS TEMPLES AND TOMBS 
STILL STANDING: LUXOR HILTON OR MOVENPICK- 
JOLIEVILLE, BOTH HOTELS ARE ON THE NILE, FOR ONLY 
£279 PER PERSON FOR SEVEN NIGHTS (NORMALLY £370). 


@ NILECRUISE SAILON THEMS SOLEIL ASMALL 
COMFORTABLE CRUISE SHIP WITH SPACIOUS CABINS AND 
: FIRST-CLASS FACILITIES. THIS I$ PERHAPS THE FINEST WAY 
TO SEETHE MANY TEMPLES OF EGYPT. SEVEN NIGHTS FULL 
BOARD WITH EXCURSIONS, JUST £399 (NORMALLY £479). 
DEPARTURES SATURDAYS ON GOLDENIOY DIRECT FLIGHT 
- TO LUXOR, JUNE 17,24, JULYTAND 8. 
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09015 624 166 
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LINES FOR THIS WEEK CLOSE MIDNIGHT DECEMBER 31 


PRIZES: 


FOUR WEEKLY THIRD PRIZES: 

Lara desk statue, Lara Bath towel, Lora 
wallet, Lara Bobble hat, Lara Polo shirt, 
Lara Mousemat 

EIGHTY WEEKLY FOURTH PRIZES: 

Lara T-shirt, Lara Key Fob 


GONE WEEKLY SECOND PRIZE: 

Tomb Raider games 1, 2, 3 and 4, Lara 
Desk Statue, Lara Wallet, Bath Towel, Half 
Tip fleece, Lara Analogue watch, Lare 
Ladies watch, Lara T Shirt, Lara Mousemat, 
one.copy of Microsoft Encarta Reference 
Suite 2000 

Hormal Times Newspopers competition rules apply. Merchandise may vary at our discretion. 


ONE WEEKLY FIRST PRIZE: 

6 t Lara Model, Lora Padded team Jacket, 
Tomb Raider games 1, 2, 3 and 4, exclusive -_ 
picture signed by team, Lara Analogue 
watch, Lara Ladies watch, Lara wallet, Lara 


Mousemat, one copy of Microsoft Encarta 


